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CALBHB/C Governing Board Minutes 
December 12, 2025, 11:30 am 

Zoom Teleconference 
 
Governing Board Attendance: President Bill Stewart (San Diego),  Vice President Michael Rodriguez, 
Ventura, Secty/Treas. Kristine Haataja (Napa); Benny Benavidez (Imperial), Patricia Wentzel 
(Sacramento), JD Hatchett (Solano); Jonathan Raven (Yolo), Harriette Stevens, Ed.D. (San Francisco), 
Annie Thu Henrich (Stanislaus County)   

Absent: Stacy Dalgleish (Los Angeles), 

Staff:  Theresa Comstock, Executive Director 

Meeting was called to order at 11:30  am by President Bill Stewart. 

1. Open Comment:  

• JD said that Fairfield passed Project HomeKey  

• Harriette thanked Theresa for the presentation on the Brown Act and for attending SF meetings 
and providing guidance to the San Francisco  Behavioral health Commission about how to stay 
focused on the Agenda. 

• Patricia noted that NAMI California holds a Zoom meeting every 2 weeks regarding CARE Act 
implementation and anyone can attend. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes:  
Motion: JD made a motion to approve the November 14, 2025  Governing Board Minutes; Harriette 
seconded the motion. The motion passed with one abstention. 

3. Financial Reports:   

• Financial Position: Current assets effective December 5 are $58,900.41.  Theresa has received 10 
checks for association dues since the financial report was updated. Theresa contacted our 
former landlord in Sacramento, and they will be returning our deposit.  
Theresa expects expenses to go down this year since we closed the Sacramento office. 
Motion:  Benny made a motion to accept the financial report, and Harriette seconded it. The 
motion passed unanimously.  

4. Annual Goals for 2026 (Draft is Attached). Every year we update CALBHB/C’s annual goals to ensure 
that they meet our mission statement. Top issues for goals are guided by: 

• CALBHB/C's Mission 

• "Principles for Support and Advocacy"  

• Input from local boards/commissions | Issues Reported as of 12.5.2025 

Theresa reviewed the goals with the Governing Board. Goals Include: 

A. Provide information, guidance, and training to local BHB/Cs 
B. Convene BHB/Cs for the purpose of communication and organized advocacy 
C. Areas for advocacy include: 

1. BHSA implementation including monitoring and advocacy 
2. Unserved & Underserved Populations: Integrating on-going mechanisms throughout 

behavioral health operations to increase access and performance 
3. Resources: Top concerns include:  

• Crisis Care Continuum  

• Workforce, Education & Training  

• Substance Use Disorder (Including Drug and Alcohol Misuse and Disorders) 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YAFI4nXg_3UrFwhSm-2-IfL6V5Z8rhF9/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104347958074318294406&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Patricia commented that in the Sacramento draft BHSA plan, they have stripped out all peer based 
behavioral health services. Also, they will only fund programs that can be billed to Medi-Cal. She is 
concerned that communities have lost funding for respite centers and peer helplines. Theresa noted 
that the Department of Public Health may be providing funding for these local programs, but the exact 
plans haven’t been defined. 

Harriette wanted to the Substance Use Disorder advocacy to include transitional age youth, including 
reducing vaping. 

Bill thought the goals will help us address the needs of different counties 

Theresa will update the goals based on feedback from Patricia and Harriette. 

Motion:  JD made a motion to accept the annual goals, and Michael seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously.  

5. Review of December 10th Brown Act Training 

• Bill thanked Theresa for an excellent presentation of the Brown Act. He was impressed with how 
many people (over 130 attendees) across the state attended the meeting and with the strong 
participation in questions and discussion.  

• Harriette was impressed with the enthusiasm of attendees. She suggested that Brown Act 
Training be presented more than once a year. 

• JD said County Counsel gave a Brown Act presentation to the Solano BHB but he thinks that 
Theresa’s was more extensive and more relevant. 

• Theresa noted that the Brown Act has become very complicated and not all of it is relevant to 
BHBs. 

• Patricia said that Sacramento County cannot have a meeting without a quorum; Bill said that 
BOS in San Diego prefer no meeting if a quorum not reached. 

6. Executive Director’s Report 

• Performance Measures Policy Advocacy: DHCS had a draft document on performance measures 
submitted for public comment. Theresa reviewed the document and provided comments to 
DHCS. We requested real performance outcome for specific programs and the demographics of 
who participated. 
o CALBHB/C Letter to DHCS Re: Performance Measures 
o CCBH Letter to DHCS Re: Performance Measures 

• Contract is pending with CA Behavioral Health Planning Council/Commission for Behavioral 
Health. Theresa expects it to be signed soon.  

• Communications:  November 2025 Newsletter 
Usually send newsletter about every 3 months. 

• Individual Trainings: 

o Napa BHB (January 14, 2026 - In-Person) Topic: How to be an Effective Board/Commission 

o Amador County BHB (January 21, 2026 - Zoom) 

o Orange County BHAB (January 21, 2026 - Zoom) Topics: Brown Act & Community Planning 
  

https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/calbhbc_to_dhcs._performance_measures_12.02.2025_no_signature.pdf
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/ccbh_to_dhcs._performance_measures_12.02.2025_no_signature.docx.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/newsletter2.html
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7. Meetings/Trainings Schedule 
Governing Board Meetings 
February 20, 2026, 11:30 am Zoom 
March 20, 2026, 11:30 am Zoom 

 
CALBHB/C 2025-26 Meeting/Training Schedule (All events are open statewide)  
Registration Link 

Dates Time Topics Locations 

1/23/26 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm Meeting: Southern/LA Region San Diego & Zoom 

1/24/26 9 am to Noon Meeting: Southern/LA Region San Diego & Zoom 

4/17/26 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm Meeting: Central/Superior Region Sacramento & Zoom 

4/18/26 9 am to Noon Training: Central/Superior Region Sacramento & Zoom 

6/19/26 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm Meeting/Training: Annual Meeting Riverside & Zoom 

10/23/26 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm Meeting: Bay Area Region South SF & Zoom 

10/24/26 9 am to Noon Training: Bay Area Region South SF & Zoom 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:24 pm. 

https://www.calbhbc.org/registration.html

