CALBHB/C Governing Board Minutes
September 19, 2025, 11:30 am
Zoom Teleconference

Governing Board Attendance: President Bill Stewart (San Diego), (Ventura), Secty/Treas. Kristine
Haataja (Napa); Benny Benavidez (Imperial), Patricia Wentzel (Sacramento), JD Hatchett (Solano);
Jonathan Raven (Yolo), Stacy Dalgleish (Los Angeles), Harriette Stevens, Ed.D. (San Francisco), Annie Thu
Henrich (Stanislaus County)

Absent: Vice President Michael Rodriguez
Staff: Theresa Comstock, Executive Director
Meeting was called to order at 11:3 am by President Bill Stewart.

1. Open Comment:

e Kristine mentioned the keynote speaker for Napa’s Suicide Prevention Conference. She was
shocked to learn about the speaker’s adverse experience with crisis services as a suicide survivor
in Napa County. This was a real eye-opener at the range of experiences that people might have.

e Annie noted that the Asian American Association is having a walk for APl families to create
awareness of youth substance use such as fentanyl.

e Stacy noted that the LA Commission has a new chair. Theresa said that the new Chair will be
going to a conference, “words to deeds,” and suggested than Jonathan reach out to him at that
meeting.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Motion: Harriette made a motion to approve the August 15, 2025, Governing Board Minutes; JD
seconded the motion. The motion passed with one abstention.

3. Financial Reports:

e Financial Position: Current assets effective September 12 are $85,911.19. San Francisco County
is the only county that has not paid 2024-2025 dues; the invoice has been resubmitted, and she
expects it to be paid. The Commission for Behavioral Health has paid part of the contract.
Theresa expects expenses to go down since we are closing the Sacramento office.

Motion: Benny made a motion to accept the financial and Jonathan seconded it. The motion
passed unanimously.

e Internal Audit: Kristine Haataja and Jonathan Raven found the filings and reports up to date and
accurate.

4. Contract with Commission for Behavioral Health

e The full commission approved the amount, but contract is not yet available. Theresa anticipates
that the full Commission also has to approve the contract

5. BHSA Integrated Plan - Governing Board members are encouraged to provide comments regarding
progress and/or concerns during the local planning process for the first draft of the plan. The plan is
due March 31st, 2026 / Adopted Plan due June 30th, 2026.

e Theresa notes that the key words are ‘the local planning process.” departments are supposed to
reach out to 29 stakeholders, and Theresa wants to know if our boards are involved. Staff should
be on board/commission agendas to address the planning process, what is being done, who is
leading the process, and how the Board/Commission will be involved.

e In Sacramento, the DHCS held 3 large meetings for the general public, each attended by over
100 people, and one meeting with peer support. They presented the draft plan, asked public for

1



comments on unmet needs, and prioritized the issues. In Sacramento, the Behavioral Health
Commission is newly appointed, so Patricia is unsure how the Commission will be
requesting/receiving information about the Integrated Plan.

Theresa said that we need to know how local boards are being involved in the planning process.
In Yolo County, Jonathan said that planning has been challenging due to reduction in funds. The
HHSA management team suggested cutting funding to NAMI and other nonprofits. Jonathan
noted that these programs have good measurable outcomes, and the Behavioral Health Board is
concerned about the cuts. The Board has suggested that the County ask for help from the state.
Jonathan is concerned with how Behavioral Health division allocates the money behind closed
doors. He wishes that some outside individuals would be involved in the decisions about
funding. Theresa suggested that the BHB ask for a liaison to these meetings.

In San Diego, the process is also being impacted by the political stance of some of the
Supervisors. The local Commission does have access to financial meetings and the planning
process and has a seat at the table.

The 29 stakeholder groups are defined on the BHSA page on CALBHBC website.

In Solano County, JD heard about the process but didn’t hear anything about the stakeholder
involvement plan. Theresa suggested that we all ask our Behavioral Health Divisions to discuss
how they are involving the stakeholders in the process.

Harriette thinks this discussion helps provide a focus for boards/commissions.

SB-607 California Science and Health Research Bond Act

This is a bill to create a bond that would need approval by vote in November. The bill provides
$23 billion for research funding to state universities and is called the “CA Foundation for Science
and Health Research.” Behavioral Health is included in the bill. The bill appears to be a direct
response to expected cuts in federal funding which affects students, staff, and research at the
universities.

Stacy notes that she wants to support something like this, but bonds tend to end up costing
much more than expected. She is concerned about how the universities are caving to political
pressure but does want to support research in our state.

Theresa is concerned whether lobbyists and others are aware of this bill. Currently it’s just a bill
and hasn’t been passed. Jonathan said that there is no analysis of the proposed bill.

Bill sees this bill as an attempt to ensure that CA is not reliant on federal whims in order to
support science and health research. The threat on science and research is very great at this
time. He sees the state trying to secure a solid foundation for the state, although the cost is
high.

Benny is concerned about the total change in culture while this bill tries to preserve what we
have. It helps us catch up and save some of the programs that are threatened.

Stacy also wants to look at this and how it’s going to be related to the millionaire tax which may
be lost. She is happy that Newsom is so aggressive in protecting and keeping power for the
state.

Benny noted another bill that is going to bring regulations to Al and ChatGPT by youth. Suggests
that Theresa should take a look at this bill and share it.

Executive Director’s Report

Status of Office Move (to Virtual Office): Most things have been moved out of our Sacramento
office. Theresa will be turning in the key in November, and the lease ends in December. The
CALBHBC phone number is now on Zoom and costs only $10 per month.


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB607&firstNav=tracking

e Statewide Collaboration:

o Theresa provided a presentation, "Peer Involvement in Local Planning," for CAMPHRO and
was paid for conducting it.

o She suggests that we attend the CA Coalition for Behavioral Health Meeting: October 1st, 10
am - 12 pm Registration.

o State Rehabilitation Council — Theresa completed two terms to the Council and was
recognized by the Council at the last meeting. During her tenure, the number of people
being served has increased significantly, partly due to what has been happening on the
Federal level.

o CA Behavioral Health Planning Council/Joint BHSA Panel will be held Friday, October 17,
10:30 - 11:45 am (Hybrid)

o Commission for Behavioral Health
=  BHSA Community Planning Manual: Theresa asked that the CBH include the role of

Behavioral Health Boards/Commissions.
= "Prevention" is included in DHCS Policy Guide for BHSA Funding Categories.
e Individual Training: Napa BHB, October 8, 2025
e Address Changes:
o Mailing Address: 1301 N Broadway STE 32313, Los Angeles, CA 90012
o Physical Address: 1197 Partrick Rd, Napa, CA 94558 (Home address)

8. Meetings/Trainings Schedule
Governing Board Meetings

November 14, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom
December 12, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom
February 20, 2026, 11:30 am Zoom

CALBHB/C 2025-26 Meeting/Training Schedule (All events are open statewide) - Please Register

Dates Time Topics Locations

10/17/25 1:30 pm to5:30 pm Meeting: Bay Area Region Burlingame & Zoom
10/18/25 9 am to Noon Training: Bay Area Region Burlingame & Zoom
1/23/26 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm Meeting: Southern/LA Region San Diego & Zoom
1/24/26 9 am to Noon Meeting: Southern/LA Region San Diego & Zoom

4/17/26 1:30 pmto 5:30 pm Meeting: Central/Superior Region  Sacramento & Zoom
4/18/26 9 am to Noon Training: Central/Superior Region  Sacramento & Zoom
6/19/26 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm Meeting/Training: Annual Meeting Riverside & Zoom
10/23/26 1:30 pm to5:30 pm Meeting: Bay Area Region TBD

10/24/26 9 am to Noon Training: Bay Area Region TBD

Meeting was adjourned at 12:38 pm.


https://www.calbhbc.org/cep.html
https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/rsvp.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/registration.html

