CALBHB/C Governing Board Minutes
July 18, 2025, 11:30 pm

Governing Board Attendance: President Bill Stewart (San Diego), Vice President Michael Rodriguez
(Ventura), Secty/Treas. Kristine Haataja (Napa), Benny Benavidez (Imperial), Patricia Wentzel
(Sacramento), Harriette Stevens, Ed.D. (San Francisco), JD Hatchett (Solano), Stacy Dalgleish (Los
Angeles), Annie Thu Henrich (Stanislaus County)

Absent: Jonathan Raven (Yolo),

Staff: Theresa Comstock, Executive Director

Meeting was called to order at 11:30 pm by President Bill Stewart.

Introductions: New member Patricia Wentzel introduced herself and each GB introduced
themselves to her.

Approval of Minutes:
Motion: Stacy made a motion to approve June 20 Governing Board Minutes; Patricia seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Financial Reports:

e Financial Position: Assets on July 11 are $88,374.49. This report includes activity since our June
financial report, including costs for the June 2025 meeting. We spent a lot for lodging at the
hotel at Marina Del Mar, but the conference room was less expensive than usual. San Francisco
is the only county that has not paid their dues for 2024-2025.

Theresa is still waiting for a contract with the Commission for Behavioral Health (CBH); the CBH
Program Advisory Committee approved our proposed contract for $97,000, but the process now
requires approval by the Budget & Fiscal Advisory Committee, followed by Commission approval
(scheduled for their October meeting)

Motion: Harriette made a motion to accept the financial report, and Michael seconded it. The
motion passed unanimously.

Review of June 20" meeting:

e Kristine thought that the program was excellent. The presentations on Psychiatric Advanced
Directives and Individual Placement and Support were very informative and interesting.

e Stacy liked that there were people from the area attending the meeting.

e Theresa noted that the speakers approached her for an opportunity to present rather than her
having to find speakers.

Summer 2025 Newsletter

e Stacy thinks that the newsletter was excellent and especially liked the emphasis on
employment.

o Theresa said that she finds it helpful to have a feature article on the first page of the newsletter
because it enhances readership

e Bill Stewart noted that Jenny Bayardo sent the newsletter to the California Behavioral Health
Planning Council.

Executive Director’s Report Please Edit this for accuracy



e Theresa will conduct training for Riverside, Ventura & Napa Counties in coming months.

e Theresa is a member of the Behavioral Health Transformation’s Quality & Equity
Subcommittee; this is a committee of the Behavioral Health task force for HHS. She is also
serving on Theory of Change Subcommittee. These committees are focused on informing
resources for counties in order to reach performance goals, and they are focused on
identifying required performance outcome information. Performance outcome
requirements are still to be decided. Counties will be required to report on behavioral
health outcomes in early 2028.

e Met with CEO of the Steinberg Institute and two other organizations who have a contract
with DHCS, called the County Performance Accelerator. She asked to stay connected with
them as they work to develop resources and training for counties, including behavioral
health boards/commissions and Boards of Supervisors. Theresa included an attachment
about this in the meeting packet.

e Theresa is terming off the State Rehabilitation Council. The SRC advises the Department of
Rehabilitation regarding employment and independence for individuals with disabilities,
including 19 "Mental Health Cooperatives" between DOR and local Behavioral Health
agencies. DOR served over 150,000 people in 2024. For those interested in applying to be an
SRC member, here is a link to the application. This is a Governor-Appointed position. They
hold 2-day meetings quarterly (hybrid: Sacramento & Zoom).

7. Meetings/Trainings Schedule
Governing Board Meetings
March 21, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom
May 16, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom
June 20, 2025, Time TBD (Hybrid: Zoom & Marina Del Rey)

CALBHB/C 2024-25 Meeting/Training Schedule (All events are open statewide)


https://govca.avature.net/en_US/GOVCACareers/OpenPositions/state%20rehabilitation%20council?listFilterMode=1&jobRecordsPerPage=6&

Dates

8/16/25

10/17/25
10/18/25
1/23/26
1/24/26
4/17/26
4/18/26
6/19/26

8/15/26

10/23/26

10/24/26

Time

9:30 am to 4:30 pm

1:30 pm to 5:30 pm
9:00am to 12 pm
1:30 pm to 5:30 pm
9:00am to 12 pm
1:30 pm to 5:30 pm
9:00 am to 12 pm
1:30 pm to 5:30 pm

9:30 am to 4:30 pm

1:30 pm to 5:30 pm

9:00 am to 12 pm

Open Comment/Issues:

Topics

Meeting/Training #1: Superior Region
(Tentative)

Meeting #2: Bay Area Region
Training #2: Bay Area Region
Meeting #3: Southern/LA Region
Training #3: Southern/LA Region
Meeting #4: Central Region
Meeting #4: Central Region
Annual Meeting

Meeting/Training #1: Superior Region
(Tentative)

Meeting #2: Bay Area Region

Training #2: Bay Area Region

Locations

Chico

Burlingame & Zoom
Burlingame & Zoom
San Diego & Zoom
San Diego & Zoom
Sacramento & Zoom
Sacramento & Zoom
Riverside & Zoom

Redding

Burlingame & Zoom

Burlingame & Zoom

Kristine noted that Governor Gavin Newsom issued a press release reinforcing California’s
commitment to serving mental health services to the LGBTQ+ community.

Harriette wanted to know whether all meeting documents need to be provided as hard copies
for the Behavioral Health Commission meetings.

Patricia noted that Sacramento County Legal Counsel attends BHB meetings, and they are a
good resource for keeping the board/commission on agenda. Any last minute attachments to
the agenda are provided with links and hard copies.

Stacy said that the Los Angeles Commission prints out copies of the agenda and materials, and
members get the full packet. She is concerned that hard copies are not often used and get
thrown away.

San Diego County has 3 staff members supporting meetings, and they provide hard copies of all
materials. They mail hard copies to board members about a week before the meeting.
Ventura County provides both electronic and hard copies for members and the public. New
topics that are not on the current Agenda are included on the next month’s agenda.

Patricia mentioned that there are currently several legislative bills that impact mental health
issues.

Meeting was adjourned at 12:28 pm.



