CALBHB/C Governing Board Minutes
May 17, 2024, 11:30 am
Zoom Teleconference

Governing Board Attendance: President Bill Stewart (San Diego), Vice President Michael Rodriguez
(Ventura), Secty/Treas. Kristine Haataja (Napa), Benny Benavidez (Imperial), Stacy Dalgleish (Los
Angeles), Harriette Stevens, Ed.D. (San Francisco), June Rumiko Klein (Santa Clara), Annie Thu Henrich
(Stanislaus County),

Absent: Michael Molina (Los Angeles), Jonathan Raven (Yolo)

Staff: Theresa Comstock, Executive Director

Meeting was called to order at 11:30a.m. by President Bill Stewart.

1. Open Comment:

Stacy noted that at the Planning Council meetings they discussed the problem of people
with a 5150 having their cars towed and pets displaced. Her Supervisor had proposed that
county property be used to store vehicles for those with a 5150. Bill said this is the subject
of a potential bill being discussed by the Planning Council.

2. Minutes from March:
Motion: Stacy made a motion to approve the March 23 Governing Board Minutes; Benny
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Financial Reports:

a.
b.

Financial Position: Current assets are $107,799.47 as of May 10, 2024.

Budget vs Actuals: Theresa expects to close the year with revenue on target. Expenses are
substantially lower than budget due to several factors: 1) personnel costs are lower than
expected 2) meeting costs are lower than expected due to Planning Council subsidy, 3)
audio/visual meeting/training costs are lower due to use of our own equipment.
Accounts Receivable: All counties except Sonoma and Berkeley (city) have paid their dues
and Theresa will reach out to them. MHSOAC still has $38,278 in outstanding invoices,
including a check that was to be reissued from August of 2023.

Motion: Benny made a motion to accept the financials as presented, and Stacy seconded it. The
motion passed unanimously.

Discussion:

Stacy asked how increases in dues were calculated. She believes that dues should be based
on population and that LA County should have higher dues because they require more
support than other counties. Theresa said dues are tiered by population but not specifically
per capita and that they are also factored by inflation.

Bill asked whether Theresa needs additional part time staff to meet needs. Benny
mentioned that the Executive Committee gave Theresa authority to do additional hiring if
needed. Theresa has hired a short-term intern and is also working to create a larger staff. If
additional funding comes through, she would like to hire a project manager to work with
managing staff.



Review April 19th/20th CALBHB/C Meeting/Training:

Bill thought the training was stimulating and well done. He heard that many found the panel
speakers impressive and the topic interesting.

Harriette realized that people who attend online don’t get the binder, so she took some
copies back, and SF Zoom attendees were very appreciative. Bill brought some back for new
members, and there were others who were interested in having a copy.

Theresa questioned whether we should annually send binders to members. June asked if
there are options to print binders that we should consider, so that we don’t have to print so
many binders and suggested that we should identify ways to make our website more
accessible.

Following discussion about audio visual issues, June recommended buying an OWL for video
and sound at our Regional meetings.

Consideration for Support : AB 2650 (Zbur) — Licensed Adult Residential Care Facilities: Data
Collection

LARCA sponsored this bill and asked for our support. This bill is very specific about recording
how many people are receiving care. Real data would help to back up concerns about
facilities closing and where people are going. It’s difficult to get money to support current
facilities and open more without identifying the need. Theresa noted that the state doesn’t
budget for this type of facility because there is not enough data to support the need.

Benny has been supportive of data collection, and this bill is in line with what the Governing
Board has supported regarding residential care facilities

Michael expressed concern whether this data collection would be too burdensome to
facilities.

Stacy noted that LARCA has received funding from LA County and suggested that each
County should have an organization like LARCA and a budget to support them.

Motion: Stacy made a motion to support the bill, and Michael seconded it. The motion passed
unanimously.

Consideration of signing Workforce Budget Coalition letter:

Motion: June made a motion to sign the Workforce Budget Coalition letter, and Kristine
seconded it. The motion passed with one abstention.

Executive Director's Update

An individual from Southern California asked to be nominated to the Governing Board for
this election cycle. The Executive Committee met and did not nominate her to be on the
ballot. This individual requested a letter from the CALBHB/C President, and asked for her
nomination application to remain open for future consideration. The letter was provided, as
requested, and was shared with Governing Board Members.

Ballots for each region will go out soon for annual elections. In the past, there has not been
competition for the Bay Area region, but this year two positions are open, and three people
are running.

Statewide Collaboration: Currently Theresa is President of the California Coalition for
Behavioral Health (formerly California Coalition for Mental Health). She anticipates serving
another 2-year term and is working on building up leadership.


https://www.cabehavioralhealth.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter.workforce_budget_coalition.may_2024.pdf

MHSOAC: Annual Report: Annual report has been completed according to the MHSOAC
guidelines and has been submitted. Theresa received notice that the new contract is being
finalized.

Legislative Update:

O

O

The Governing Board voted to support the Racial Ethnic Mental Health Disparities
Coalition (REMHDCO) letter in support of the statewide Asian/Pacific Islander
community in its efforts to be recognized by the California Department of Public Health
(CDPH) as a BIPOC community with special needs. Following our support, Theresa
received an invitation to the Asia Pacific Fund’s 2024 conference on AANHPI mental
health in Oakland. Harriette and Kristine plan to attend.

SB 1082 (Eggman): Augmented Residential Care Facilities The ARCFs Bill proposed by
CALBHBC is being held in appropriations. The bill went through the Human Services and
Health Services committees without any opposition to the bill. Given the state budget,
this is not the year for funding. We’'ll need to find a new legislative sponsor for the bill
since Senator Eggman’s term expires.

Theresa has been meeting with other organizations to improve the bill and feedback has
been good. She believes that the Planning Council should really be sponsoring a bill like
this, but they haven’t sponsored any bills in the past 7 years. Theresa is hoping that the
Planning Council will sponsor the bill in the next legislative cycle.

AB 817 (Pacheco) Open meetings: teleconferencing: Subsidiary Body. CALBHB/C took a
"Support if Amended" position. There is strong opposition as well as strong support for
this bill. Theresa hopes that the sides can come together with amendments.

Other bills with our support are moving forward.

8. Meeting/ Training Schedule

Governing Board Meetings:

June 21, 2024, Officer Election during the Annual Meeting (Time TBD)
July 19, 2024, 11:30 am
August 16, 2024, 11:30 am

Quarterly Meetings/Trainings (Zoom):

Dates Times Region Location
6/21/2024 | 1:30 pm -5 pm | Meeting #5: Southern/LA Region Lake Arrowhead, CA/Zoom
6/22/2024 | 9 am - 12 pm Training #5: Southern/LA Region Lake Arrowhead, CA/Zoom

Stacy made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Harriette seconded the motion.

Meeting was adjourned at 12:42 pm.



