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CALBHB/C Governing Board Minutes 
March 21, 2025, 11:30 am 

Zoom Teleconference 
 
Governing Board Attendance: President Bill Stewart (San Diego), Vice President Michael Rodriguez 
(Ventura), Secty/Treas. Kristine Haataja (Napa); Harriette Stevens, Ed.D. (San Francisco), JD Hatchett 
(Solano); Jonathan Raven (Yolo), Stacy Dalgleish (Los Angeles), Annie Thu Henrich (Stanislaus County)   
 
Absent: Benny Benavidez (Imperial), Michael Molina (Los Angeles) 
Staff:  Theresa Comstock, Executive Director 
 
Meeting was called to order at 11:30 am by President Bill Stewart. 
 
1. Open Comment:  

• JD asked about the status of the bill that impacts medication for individuals who are 
incarcerated. Jonathan clarified that sheriffs can implement involuntary medications even if 
people are not incompetent. This is important because sometimes it takes time to determine if a 
person is incompetent, which creates a situation where a client decompensates while a decision 
is made by a judge.  

• Kristine asked whether Brown Act Training is still required by the State. Theresa noted that the 
training is not required but is still good practice for boards.  Jonathan said that in Yolo County 
the General Council conducts training; Stacy added that in LA County, training is handled by 
County Counsel. 

• Michael said that the CARE Act is going well in Ventura County; 10-12 individuals have been 
considered for the CARE Act; four have signed the agreement to participate and were given 
immediate housing. It is a way to provide treatment and work with clients to design their own 
treatment plan. 

• Harriette thanked Theresa for attending the San Francisco Behavioral Health Board meeting. 

• Kristine announced that the Napa BOS has appointed a TAY member to the BHB. 

• Bill noted that San Diego BH Director, Dr. Bergman, is stepping down and will be missed. 

• Ben Allen from Stacy’s district is proposing legislation that would broaden the CARE Act. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes:  
Motion: JD made a motion to approve the February 21, 2025, Governing Board Minutes; Harriette 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
3. Financial Reports:   

• Financial Position: Current assets are $136,907.13. Seven counties still need to pay their dues. 
Expenses are currently under budget (+$34,655.38), but this will change with expenses for two 
upcoming quarterly meetings.  

• Proposed Budget Adjustments: Theresa requested an increase in her health insurance 
reimbursement. The current monthly premium of $1103.10/month has increased to 
$1227.72/month. The insurance premium changed, effective March 1st. CALBHB/C reimburses 
Theresa for her health insurance. 

• CALBHB/C typically spends less than 5% on Advocacy. Theresa proposes creating connections 
with Republicans, including sharing stories about individuals who need behavioral health 
services. Theresa would like to increase the budget for more advocacy addressing critical 
behavioral health issues.  
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Motion:  Harriette made a motion to accept the financial reports with additional insurance 
assessment and expenditures for advocacy, and Stacy seconded it. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
4. Nominating Committee Recommendations for 2025-2026 Officers 

• The nominating committee recommends the following appointments: 
o President: Bill Stewart 
o Vice President: Michael Rodriguez 
o Secretary/ Treasurer: Kristine Haataja 

 
5. Steinberg Symposium - Comments by Attendees: Harriette, JD, Kristine & Theresa 

• Kristine mentioned that one session noted the increasing importance of peer providers in the 
behavioral health system of care. 

• Harriette was impressed with the broad range of people engaged in the programs and models 
that are working. She thought that the symposium was well attended and informative. 

• JD noted that there was a lot of information to process, and it was interesting to learn about the 
work being done across the state. It was JD’s first time to attend a symposium, and he was 
happy to be there to learn about all of the different approaches and solutions to behavioral 
health issues. 

• Theresa said that our association’s concerns tracked closely with the top issues of the Steinberg 
institute. 

• JD mentioned there were concerns raised regarding Prop 36 during the Symposium.  
o Jonathan was sorry to have missed the symposium, but noted that prop 36 passed by 

70% of the people. People are concerned with the suffering they see with SUD and 
mental illness. Prop 36 was created because the system isn’t working for individuals 
with mental illness who are experiencing homelessness. When someone is charged with 
a misdemeanor, there is not a lot of incentive for treatment. But when a person is 
charged with a felony, with a felony there is more incentive.  Jonathan stated that the 
objective of Prop 36 is not to put more people in prison but to create more leverage and 
as a pathway to treatment. The proposition is controversial because we don’t want 
people defaulting to a felony. Listening to the DAs, they want to use it for treatment and 
to help people get well. 

o Michael respects Jonathan’s perspective. However, he has concerns that we are creating 
a greater demand for treatment. The proposition creates increasing demand for services 
without an increase in staffing and facilities. Recovery is not linear, and the threat of a 
felony conviction doesn’t help when people have setbacks in treatment. 

 
6. Supporting shift to "Behavioral Health" (Discussion) (54 out of 59 boards/commissions in the state 

name show "Behavioral Health" or are in process of a shift)  

• A lot of boards and commissions have changed their names to Behavioral Health or are in 
process of doing so. Theresa asked what we could do in providing guidance to Boards & 
Commissions as they make this change. 

• Kristine suggested that we may suggest speaker topics to address SUD topics for 
Boards/Commissions. 

• Harriette suggested focus on dual diagnosis treatments and integration of service. 

• Stacy suggests we just keep educating people with links to information. She believes that we 
need to know more about substance use. In LA County they asked the person heading substance 
use treatment to provide training about substance use to the board. She heard from her County 
Supervisor that Los Angeles will maintain a separate commission for substance use. 

https://www.calbhbc.org/websites-county.html
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• Jonathan stated that they have had a lot of struggles with loss of leadership in Yolo County. But 
bringing in SUD to the Behavioral Health Board has been successful. Kristine also noted that 
Napa County made a successful transition. 

• Bill noted that San Diego County has had a Behavioral Health Board since 2014, but the focus 
was still more toward mental health.  

 
7. Crisis Care Continuum Panel for CALBHB/C April 18th Meeting - Discuss potential speakers 

(Related Webpage)  

• Theresa is looking for suggestions for good speakers on topics related to the crisis care 
continuum.  

• Bill suggested Dr, Bergman from San Diego. Bill thinks that the Mobile Crisis Response Teams 
play an important role in the continuum. 
 

8. Legislation of Consideration of Support for SB 531 (Rubio):  

• Student Mental Health Education requires all California students in grades 1-12 be provided 
with an age-appropriate mental health education.  

• April 2 is when the California Coalition for Behavioral Health, an association of about 20 other 
associations, will be voting on whether to support it. 

 
Motion: Stacy made a motion to support the bill, and JD seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
9. Executive Director's Report 

• Regional Elections to be announced for positions on CALBHB/C Governing Board for Two-Year 
terms. The following GB members have terms that expire in 2025: Bay Area: Kristine 
Haataja; Central: Jonathan Raven, Annie Thu Henrich; Los Angeles: Stacy Dalgleish, Michael 
Molina; Southern: Benny Benavidez.  
The Executive Committee will review requests for nominations. 

• Statewide Collaboration: 
o CA Coalition for Behavioral Health (CCBH) request we "follow" CCBH on social media: 

Bluesky: @cabehavioralhealth.org 

Facebook: California Coalition for Behavioral Health 

X: @CCBHCoalition 

• Advocacy for Federal Funding: Requests for meetings with members of Congress: 

o Ken Calvert, District 41, includes Riverside County 

o Young Kim, District 40 includes Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties 

o David Valadao, District 22 includes Kings, Tulare and Kern 

o Jay Obernolte, District 23 includes portions of Kern, Los Angeles, and San Bernardino Counties 

o Doug LaMalfa, District 1 includes: Butte, Colusa, Glenn, Lassen, Modoc, Shasta, Siskiyou, 

Sutter, and Tehama, and most of Yuba County 

• Contract Updates: 

o Center for Applied Research Solutions (CARS) was not chosen by DHCS for the contract 
mentioned last month. (CALBHB/C would have been a subcontractor.) 

o Commission for Behavioral Health (Formerly the MHSOAC) - CBH asked Theresa to provide 
suggested changes for the next contract. ("CBH Deliverables Draft" and "CBH Fiscal Draft" 
were shared.) 

https://www.calbhbc.org/crisis-care-continuum.html
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB531
https://bsky.app/profile/cabehavioralhealth.org
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574087580966
https://x.com/CCBHCoalition
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• Individual Trainings: San Francisco (March 20); Del Norte (April 7); Riverside (Aug. 6)  
Madera County has also requested training, so that will be on the schedule soon. 

 
10. Meetings/Trainings Schedule 
Governing Board Meetings 

March 21, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom 
May 16, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom 
June 20, 2025, Time TBD (Hybrid: Zoom & Marina Del Rey) 
 

CALBHB/C 2024-25 Meeting/Training Schedule (All events are open statewide) 

Dates Time Topics Locations 

4/18/25 1:30 pm to 
5:30 pm 

Meeting #4: Central Region 
Virtual Meeting #4: Topic TBD 

Folsom & Zoom 

4/19/25 9:00 am to 
12 pm 

Training #4: How to be an Effective 
Board/Commission & Chairs/Admin Training 

Folsom & Zoom 

6/20/25 1:30 pm to 
5:30 pm 

Meeting #5: Southern/LA Region Marina Del Rey & 
Zoom 

 

8/16/25 9:30 am to 
4:30 pm 

Meeting/Training #1: Superior Region Chico 
 

10/17/25 1:30 pm to 
5:30 pm 

Meeting #2: Bay Area Region Burlingame & 
Zoom 

 

10/18/25 9:00 am to 
12 pm 

Training #2: Bay Area Region Burlingame & 
Zoom 

 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 12:49 pm. 


