CALBHB/C Governing Board Minutes
February 21, 2025, 11:30 am
Zoom Teleconference

Governing Board Attendance: President Bill Stewart (San Diego), Vice President Michael Rodriguez
(Ventura), Secty/Treas. Kristine Haataja (Napa); Benny Benavidez (Imperial), Michael Molina (Los
Angeles), Harriette Stevens, Ed.D. (San Francisco), JD Hatchett (Solano); Jonathan Raven (Yolo), Stacy
Dalgleish (Los Angeles), Annie Thu Henrich (Stanislaus County)

Staff: Theresa Comstock, Executive Director
Meeting was called to order at 11:31 am by President Bill Stewart.

1. Open Comment:
e Stacy received a note from Barbara Wilson asking for support for a legislation regarding the
Affordable Housing Bond Act of 2026 (SB 417 (Cabaldon) and AB 736 (Wicks))
e Michael Rodriquez is looking for candidates for a social worker position at the Public Defenders
office in Ventura County to provide support for the CARE Act.

2. Approval of Minutes:
Motion: JD made a motion to approve the December 13, 2024, Governing Board Minutes; Stacy
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Financial Reports:
e Financial Position: Current assets are $127,691.06. Twelve counties still need to pay their dues.

Motion: Stacy made a motion to accept the financial reports, and JD seconded it. The motion
passed unanimously.

4. Federal Threat to Medi-Cal Funding

e Other organizations have requested that CALBHB/C participate in “Day of Action to Protect
Medi-Cal for Kids” on Thursday, February 27%.

e Kristine noted that losing Medicaid would affect healthcare for all people in California because it
will affect overall funding for clinics, hospitals, and healthcare providers.

e Theresa will ask for a call to action to all BHB members regarding the threat to Medicaid. Benny
said that advocacy support for this action is in line with our goals. Theresa will write an email
encouraging BHB/C members to advocate as individuals, not as BHB/C members.

Motion: Benny made a motion to advocate for Medicaid funding, including letters to key
Congressmembers and engaging CALBHB/C’s membership, and Kristine seconded it. The motion
passed unanimously.

5. Nominating Committee (Request for Volunteers) to make recommendations for the June ballot for
"President", "Vice President" and "Secretary-Treasurer” (Terms begin 7/1/2025)
e Michael Rodriquez, Benny Benavidez, Stacy Dalgleish, JD Hatchett will serve on the Nominating
Committee

6. Review of January 17th/18th Meeting/Training (Zoom/La Jolla)



https://a14.asmdc.org/press-releases/20250218-asm-wicks-and-sen-cabaldon-move-forward-tackle-crushing-housing-costs?emci=40028ae9-4de3-ef11-88f8-0022482a97e9&emdi=3a001fa9-47ee-ef11-90cb-0022482a94f4&ceid=3382978
https://www.calbhbc.org/materialsjanuary2025.html

e Theresa provided an overview of the meeting and speakers who focused on substance use
disorder. Training included “Unconscious Bias” training and “How to be an Effective
Board/Commission Member.”

e Harriette asked how efforts regarding eliminating DEI will affect the organization and the
“Unconscious Bias” training. BHB/Cs are responsible to review cultural relevance and
responsiveness for services to our communities. We don’t use the term DEl in our training but
can still address the issues.

e Benny shared positive comments about the meeting and training from members of his Board.
However, there are still issues regarding the sound system, and that’s an area to improve. He
thinks that it’s important to have Governing Board members attend the quarterly meetings and
to have local BHB members in attendance.

e Kristine recommended that we revisit buying the OWL audio system; she has had positive
experience with the system at meetings in Napa. Michael also had positive comments regarding
use of OWL in Ventura County.

7. Review of BHSA Funding Categories (15 Minute Module)

e Theresa created a training Module, including questions to “check your understanding”, to help
people understand the funding of behavioral health programs in California.

8. Legislation for Consideration:
e SB XX (Rubio) Student Mental Health Education Expansion (The CA Alliance of Child & Family

Services requested our support.)

o This bill would ensure that students receive age appropriate mental health education at the
elementary, grades 1-6, as part of existing health instruction, and middle/high school
grades 7-12) in the public schools.

o Michael asked what educators think about this given the many requirements for teaching.
Theresa checked the final analysis from a similar bill proposed in 2023-2024 (SB 509). There
was a lot of support for SB 509. The only association that opposed was the CA Teacher
Association.

o Harriette is concerned with how mental health will be implemented in the curriculum.

Benny believes that implementation is an issue for administrators.
o Mike Molina recommended that we table the vote until we have the full language of the bill
to review.

o

9. Executive Director's Report
e Membership Requirement Assistance (When boards/commissions do not meet the requirement
of WIC 5604, the State does not recognize them as "Behavioral Health Boards/Commissions")
o Major Issues:
=  Some Boards and Commissions are not meeting the membership requirements of WIC
5604. Some have Employees/Contractors serving on Boards/Commissions who do not
meet the requirements of WIC 5604
=  Board of Supervisor Membership Requirement: Theresa has reached out to County
Clerks and County Council to make sure that they are aware of the requirements and
the status of their local boards. San Bernadino Chair reached out because they were
having difficulty having a BOS representative as a member.
= Harriette said that there is not an attending BOS representative on the San Francisco
Behavioral health Commission. The Board has asked for representation with no result.
o Miscellaneous (Veteran/Veteran's Advocate Requirement, 25 and Under Requirement,
Employee of a Local Education Agency Requirement)


https://forms.gle/L3HGVfhjSw5wzoT49
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billAnalysisClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB509

e Funding Opportunities:

o CALBHB/C’s "Strategic Plan for Capacity Building Update" was submitted to the CA
Commission for Behavioral Health (Formerly the Mental Health Services Oversight &
Accountability Commission)

o CALBHB/C contract with CA Commission for Behavioral Health will be approved for coming
fiscal year with a $20,000 increase anticipated. Theresa reminded Tom Orrock about
discussions regarding increased funding for the organization, but the likely increase is far
below what had been discussed.

o The Center for Applied Research Solutions (CARS) has asked CALBHB/C to partner on the
Behavioral Health Transformation Provider Training and Technical Assistance initiative as a
subcontractor. Key areas include supporting the Phase 1 needs assessment process;
engaging counties, system partners, and other collaborators; Phase 2 tool development;
Phase 3 and 4 training and technical assistance; and ongoing project planning, leadership,
and reporting. CALBHB/C’s contract (if DHCS chooses CARS as a contractor) would provide
funding of $123,750 over a 19 month period.

e Statewide Collaboration

o CA Coalition for Behavioral Health
= Serving as President (2nd 2-Year Term)
=  Budget Advocacy Workgroup Forming to Understand & Educate Legislators regarding

consequences of borrowing against BHSA funds.

o CA Alliance of Child & Family Services
= Sacramento Conference — Theresa will be a panelist regarding the BHSA.

o National Center for Mental Health: Dissemination, Implementation and Sustainment
(funded through SAMHSA 5-Year Grant)
= Advisory Board Member—Theresa was invited to participate. This includes 2 meetings

per year by teleconference.

o State Rehabilitation Council (SRC)
=  Term Ends September of 2025

10. Meetings/Trainings Schedule
Governing Board Meetings
March 21, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom
May 16, 2025, 11:30 am Zoom
June 20, 2025, Time TBD (Hybrid: Zoom & Marina Del Rey)



CALBHB/C 2024-25 Meeting/Training Schedule (All events are open statewide)

Dates

4/18/25

4/19/25

6/20/25

8/16/25

10/17/25

10/18/25

Time

1:30 pm to
5:30 pm

9:00 am to
12 pm

1:30 pm to
5:30 pm

9:30 am to
4:30 pm

1:30 pm to
5:30 pm

9:00 am to
12 pm

Topics

Meeting #4: Central Region
Virtual Meeting #4: Topic TBD

Training #4: How to be an Effective
Board/Commission & Chairs/Admin Training

Meeting #5: Southern/LA Region

Meeting/Training #1: Superior Region

Meeting #2: Bay Area Region

Training #2: Bay Area Region

Meeting was adjourned at 12:48 pm.

Locations

Folsom & Zoom

Folsom & Zoom
Marina Del Rey &
Zoom

Chico

Burlingame &
Zoom

Burlingame &
Zoom



