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March 29, 2026 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento CA, 95814 
  
RE: County H.R. 1 Budget Request 
  
Dear Governor Newsom, 
  
On behalf of California’s 59 local behavioral health boards and commissions and 

the communities they serve, the California Association of Local Behavioral Health 

Boards/Commissions (CALBHB/C) writes to express our support for the County H.R. 1 

Budget Request.  
  
We are alarmed at the impact of H.R. 1 on local offerings, and we urge you to support 

this budget request in order to assure adequate funding for behavioral health and the 

many accompanying services in local safety nets. When funding for these services 

falls short, financial and social impacts result, including increases in emergency care, 

homelessness, hospitalizations, incarceration, overdoses, school drop-outs, suicides 

and unemployment. Investments (or de-investments) in behavioral health have long-

lasting impacts on individuals, families and communities.  
 

Counties in partnership with several statewide associations (CHEAC, CAPH, CWDA, 

CMSP, RCRC, UCC and CBHDA) analyzed the impacts of H.R. 1 on county budgets 

and developed a thoughtful funding framework that can prevent our safety net from 

crumbling. The countywide budget request encompasses all aspects of H.R. 1 

impacts, including indigent care, eligibility work, public hospitals and behavioral 

health. Counties are requesting $1.9 billion in 2026-27 and $4.5 billion in 2027-28. [This 

includes $224 million for county behavioral health in 2026-27 and $828 million in 2027-

28.] This request is detailed in the coalition H.R. 1 County Budget Multi-Year Request 

attachments. 
  
Respectfully, 

  

  

  

Bill Stewart                              Theresa Comstock 

CALBHB/C President                    CALBHB/C Executive Director 

      916-917-5444, info@calbhbc.com   
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Attachments: 

County H.R. 1 Budget Request Summary 

County H.R. 1 Budget Request Analysis 

  

cc:  Nathan Barankin, Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor 

Nathan.barankin@gov.ca.gov 

 

Christine Aurre, Legislative Affairs Secretary, Office of the Governor 

Christine.aurre@gov.ca.gov 

 

Nani Coloretti, Cabinet Secretary, Office of the Governor 

Nani.coloretti@gov.ca.gov 

 

Joe Stephenshaw, Director, California Department of Finance 

Joe.Stephenshaw@dof.ca.gov 

 

Erika Li, Chief Deputy Director of Budgets, California Department of Finance 

Erika.li@dof.ca.gov 

 

Kim Johnson, Secretary, California Health and Human Services Agency 

Kim.johnson@chhs.ca.gov  

 

Stephanie Welch, Deputy Secretary of Behavioral Health, CA HHS 

stephanie.welch@chhs.ca.gov  

https://www.counties.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/HR-1-Mullti-Year-Budget-Request-Summary_-FINAL.pdf
https://www.counties.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/HR-1-Mulit-Year-Budget-Request-Analysis_FINAL.pdf
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