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DHCS Update on BHSA Integrated Plans

CA's Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) has
provided the following update: “All California counties
have submitted their draft Fiscal Year 2026-2029
Integrated Plans. These three-year roadmaps required
under the Behavioral Health Services Act (BHSA) show
how counties will use all funding sources to meet statewide
and local goals. This milestone reflects strong
collaboration among DHCS, counties, cities, local partners,
and stakeholders. DHCS is on track to provide feedback
within legislatively required timeframes, with two early
submissions already approved and the remaining plans
moving through review.

Once DHCS issues draft approval, counties must
conduct a 30-day public comment period and hold a public
hearing before the local behavioral health board. Plans
must also receive approval from the County Board of
Supervisors before final submission by the June 30, 2026,
deadline. These steps ensure individuals with lived
experience, families, providers, advocates, and other
community members continue to have meaningful
opportunities to help shape the final plans.”

BHSA Community Planning Requirements

Resources & lbhbe argbhsa

Toalkits: wwee mbehavioralheallh,ore'bbsa

BHSA Community Planning Resources & Trainin



https://www.calbhbc.org
https://www.calbhbc.org/ce.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/ce.html

Grants, Funding and Free Support

Digital Access

California LifeLine provides discounted home
phone and cell phone services to eligible
households.

Broadband for All is a state program in
partnership with EveryoneOn* and the California
Emerging Technology Fund to help individuals
find local programs, including: Low-cost internet

service; Computer offers; Digital skills training (i.e.

computer skills and internet basics)

Health Facility

CHEFA Bond Financing Program - Provides
public health facilities with access to low interest

rate capital markets through tax-exempt and
taxable revenue bonds. Participants must be
non-profit 501(c)(3) corporations or public health
facilities. Funds may be used for:

e Construction, remodeling, renovation,
and/or improvements
Land acquisition
Acquisition of existing health facilities
Equipment and/or furnishings
Refunding of prior debt
Working capital for start-up facilities
Costs of bond issuances, feasibility
studies & reimbursement of prior
expenditures

CHFFA Commercial Paper Program will provide a
borrower with access to low interest rate capital
markets through the issuance of tax-exempt and
taxable commercial paper notes.

Healthcare Expansion Loan Program |l (HELP II),
provides low-interest rate loans to California's
non-profit small or rural health facilities

Also see Skilled Nursing Facility

Housing

Encampment Resolution Funding Program, CA Dept. of

Housing & Community Development. Applications will be
accepted on a rolling basis through June 30, 2026.

Peer Support

Eee-Waivers | Medi-Cal Peer rt ialist
Certification: Fee waivers are available for individuals
applying for the Certified Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialist
certification to help cover application and exam fees, as well
as core competency training and certification renewal fees.
Fee waivers are offered on a first-come, first-served basis
and are subject to availability.

Skilled Nursing Facility

Civil Money Penalty Reinvestment Grant - Allows

applicants to apply for funding to implement programs for
improving Skilled Nursing Facility residents' quality of life.
Projects may span topics such as training, culture change
and direct improvements to quality of life, direct
improvements to quality of care, and other applicable
topics. Examples of projects include, but are not limited to,
developing and implementing methods to increase
Person-Centered Care, Infection Control Training, Arts and
Engagement projects, and other topics.

Substance Use Disorder (SUD)

New Online Training to Support SUD Counselors, DHCS,
in partnership with UC San Diego, launched the Advancing
SUD Counselor Education and Development (ASCEND)
Program. This is a free, self-paced, 80-hour online training
for substance use disorder (SUD) counselors. More
information and video about ASCEND.

This section continues on the next page.


https://www.californialifeline.com/en
https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/affordable-service-programs/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/chffa-bond-financing-program-2/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/chffa-commercial-paper-program/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/healthcare-expansion-loan-program-ii-help-ii/
https://www.hcd.ca.gov/sites/default/files/docs/grants-and-funding/erf-round-5-nofa.pdf
https://www.capeercertification.org/fee-waiver-2026/
https://www.capeercertification.org/fee-waiver-2026/
https://www.capeercertification.org/fee-waiver-2026/
https://www.capeercertification.org/fee-waiver-2026/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/civil-money-penalty-reinvestment-grant/
https://extendedstudies.ucsd.edu/educational-programs/advancing-substance-use-disorder-counselor-education-and-development
https://www.youtube.com/c/DHCSCA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/DHCSCA/videos

Substance Use Disorder Continued

California Services to Science Academy Cohort
2.0 DHCS issued a Request for Applications for
$820,000 to support participants in the California

Services to Science Academy (CSSA) Cohort 2.0.

Nonprofit youth-serving community-based and
Tribal organizations and counties directly
implementing Substance Use Prevention,
Treatment, and Recovery Block Grant
(SUBG)-funded prevention programs can apply
for up to $102,500 to participate in Cohort 2.0.
The 15-month technical support grant aims to
help substance use disorder prevention providers
produce evidence for local prevention efforts and
broaden culturally and linguistically relevant
interventions statewide. Funding comes from
SUBG and Proposition 64. Applicants must be a
SUBG or Elevate Youth California primary
prevention provider. Online applications will be
accepted through May 29, 2026.

Supporting Healthier Communities: Attorney
General Bonta Announces 2026—2027 Tobacco
Grant Funding Availability for Local Agencies,
The CA Healthcare, Research and Prevention
Tobacco Tax Act of 2016 (Proposition 56) funding
promotes a healthier California by reducing
illegal retail sales and marketing of cigarettes
and tobacco products, including e-cigarettes, to
minors. The Tobacco Grant Program makes
these annual funds available to local law
enforcement agencies throughout California.
Since its inception in 2017, the Tobacco Grant
Program has distributed approximately $240
million in grant funding through a competitive
process. Deadline: June 19, 2026, 11:59 pm.

Support (Free)

SAMHSA Pacific West Hub | Center for Mental
Health Implementation Support - Free Support
e Support in preparing for, implementing, and

sustaining effective mental health prevention,

treatment, and recovery practices programs
e Join at any stage of the implementation
process
e Assistance with organizations providing
community-based services

Workforce

Medi-Cal Behavioral Health Student Loan Repayment
Program - The goal for the MBH-SLRP is to reduce
educational debt for behavioral health professionals who
commit to serving Medi-Cal members and underserved
communities. Eligible behavioral health practitioners can
receive up to $240,000 in loan repayment with commitment
to a multi-year service obligation. Applications must be
submitted to HCAI by 3:00 p.m., May 29, 2026

Medi-Cal Behavioral Health Recruitment and Retention
Program - The goal of the Medi-Cal Behavioral Health
Recruitment and Retention Program (MBH-RRP) is to
provide recruitment and retention bonuses, supervision
support for pre-licensure and pre-certification practitioners,
and certification/licensure and training supports with the aim
of recruiting and retaining behavioral health practitioners to
serve the Medi-Cal population. Application cycle opens June
1st, 2026. Applications must be submitted by 3 pm on July
15, 2026.

PC-TEAM — Addiction Medicine Training for Primar r
Providers

The Training and Education in Addiction Medicine
(PC-TEAM) fellowship strengthens the ability of primary care
providers to identify, treat, and manage substance use
disorders. This year-long training helps clinicians build
confidence in supporting patients with complex needs,
ultimately improving continuity of care across the health
system. The application period closes on October 31, 2026.


https://super.ucla.edu/apply/
https://super.ucla.edu/apply/
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsuper.ucla.edu%2Fapply%2F/1/0100019dabab27ea-3e2a9700-9646-4051-a9d0-32d8a44db5a5-000000/nRchxO6nd2SWBZMT83jEDQ-f36Hz9POgxOoVCGgti_8=452
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/supporting-healthier-communities-attorney-general-bonta-announces-2026%E2%80%932027
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/supporting-healthier-communities-attorney-general-bonta-announces-2026%E2%80%932027
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/supporting-healthier-communities-attorney-general-bonta-announces-2026%E2%80%932027
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/pacific_west_hub_1-pager_clickable___1_.pdf
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/initiatives/behavioral-health-bh-connect/mbhslrp/?utm_source=ohwd&utm_campaign=4ae7e4e18d-email_campaign_2023_02_07_11_47_copy_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-5a3e24e8e1-478159237
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/initiatives/behavioral-health-bh-connect/mbhslrp/?utm_source=ohwd&utm_campaign=4ae7e4e18d-email_campaign_2023_02_07_11_47_copy_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-5a3e24e8e1-478159237
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/initiatives/behavioral-health-bh-connect/mbhrrp/?utm_source=OHWD&utm_campaign=a9643bfa57-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_02_07_11_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-5a3e24e8e1-478440023
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/initiatives/behavioral-health-bh-connect/mbhrrp/?utm_source=OHWD&utm_campaign=a9643bfa57-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2023_02_07_11_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-5a3e24e8e1-478440023
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/financial-assistance/scholarships/pc-team/
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/financial-assistance/scholarships/pc-team/

CALBHBI/C Issue Briefs

issuesrier Crisis Care Continuum

Board & Cares (ARFs/RCFEs)

Children & Youth:
Integrated School-Based Services
T . | Age Youtt

Criminal Justice

Crisis Care Continuum

Disaster Prep/Recovery

Employment

LGBTQ+
LPS Act

Older Adults

Performance Outcome Data
Substance Use Disorder
Suicide P .

Workforce

Full listing of issues (30+) at: www.calbhbc.org/newsissues Questions: cal@calbhbc.com

Resources for Boards/Commissions (Full listing at: calbhbc.org/resources)

Acronyms
Best Practices Handbook

Behavioral Health Continuum

Behavioral Health Services Act

e Funding Categories Training
(15 Minute Module)

e Stakeholder Requirements
e Fiscal Components (see Page 18)

Brown Act Guide

Bylaws (Sample)
Conduct (Conducta (Spanish))

Cultural Relevance

D ments: Retainin harin

Membershi i mpl

News/Issues

Performance Outcome Data

Recommendations (Page 19 of Handbook)

Review (see Page 23)
Roles of Officers/Staff

Templat mple D
e Agendas
e Annual Reports

e Annual Goals: Goal Setting & Issue

Identification

Recruitment

Site Visits
And More!

Training: Materials/Recordings

1. Basic Training: How to be an Effective BH

Board/Commission (90 minutes)
2. Chair & Admin (45 minutes)

3. Community Planning & Unconscious Bias:

Ensuring Citizen & Professional

Involvement Throughout the Planning

Process

Welfare & Institutions Code
Bylaw Requirements
Duties

Expenses
Membership Criteria


https://www.calbhbc.org/crisis-care-continuum-issue-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/arf-issue-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/children-and-youth-issue-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/issue_brief_-_transitional_age_youth__tay_.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/criminal-justice-issue-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/crisis-care-continuum-issue-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/disaster-preparedness-issue-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/employment-issue-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/issue_brief_-_lgbtq_.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/lps.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/older-adult-brief-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/performance-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/sudbrief.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/suicide-ada-version.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/wf.html
http://www.calbhbc.org/newsissues
mailto:cal@calbhbc.com
http://calbhbc.org/resources
https://www.calbhbc.org/acronyms.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/bestpractices.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/behavioral-health-continuum.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/bhsa.html
https://forms.gle/L3HGVfhjSw5wzoT49
https://www.calbhbc.org/bhsasir.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/bestpractices.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/brown-act.html
http://www.calbhbc.org/bylaws
https://www.calbhbc.org/conduct.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/cultural-competence.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/bestpractices.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/membership-guide.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/newsissues.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/performance.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/bestpractices.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/bestpractices.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/rolesofofficersstaff.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/templatessample-docs.html
http://www.calbhbc.org/resources
https://www.calbhbc.org/training.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/howtobeeffective.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/chairandadmin.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/ce.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/legislation-mhb-wic.html

Reports, Articles & Webinars - Topics* Include:

Access
BHSA | Behavioral Health Servi A
B & C Assi Living]

Budget (Federal & State Funding)
Children and Youth

Criminal Justice

Crisis Care Continuum

Culture, Race, Ethnicity
Data Sharing
Housing
Maternal Health
Older Adults
Parity
Peer Support
Performance

Substance Use Disorder
Suicide
Workforce

Workplace Wellness

*Additional Topics Are Available at calbhbc.org/newsissues


http://calbhbc.org/newsissues

Access

Advisory: Expanding Behavioral Health
Teams in Care D rts With Communit
Health Workers and Peer Support
Specialists, This SAMHSA advisory
explores innovative, community-driven
solutions to close gaps and improve
access to life-saving behavioral health
services. One promising way to improve
behavioral health care in areas with few
services is to add more community health
workers and peer support specialists.
Millions of Americans live in behavioral
health care deserts, areas with severe
shortages of mental health providers, long
wait times, high costs, and other barriers.
These gaps leave countless individuals
without timely care for conditions like
depression, anxiety, and substance use
disorders.

Advancing Access to Mental Health
Services through Single Session
Interventions, Center for Mental Health
Implementation Support, Most
evidence-based mental health treatments
include 8-20 sessions, yet the average
number of visits people receive is one. This
mismatch has sparked interest in
single-session interventions
(SSls)—structured, evidence-based
programs designed to deliver meaningful
benefit in one encounter. Join the SAMHSA
Pacific West Hub for a three-part series
that will help leaders of behavioral health
organizations and systems understand the
potential impact of single-session
interventions (SSls) as an efficient,
evidence-based approach to increasing
access to mental health services and
improving clinical outcomes. Thursdays,
May 21 & 28 ~ 9-10:00 am Pacific

Behavioral Health Services Act (BHSA)

Updated Behavioral Health Services Act County
Policy Manual DHCS released an updated BHSA
County Policy Manual that strengthens guidance
on evidence-based practices (EBP), community-
defined evidence practices, foundational
requirements for Full Service Partnership EBPs,
and oversight responsibilities, including reporting,
compliance reviews, and enforcement. It also
introduces CA's first statewide BHSA
performance measures to improve transparency,
accountability, and data-driven decision making.

Board & Cares

Assisted Living: An Underused Community-Based
Housing Option for People with Behavioral Health
Needs Report - This outlines concrete steps that
managed care plans, county behavioral health
plans, and assisted living operators can take to
improve referral pathways, expand use of available
funding, and strengthen care coordination.

Highlights from the brief include:

e Assisted living provides a home-like,
supportive environment that can improve
stability and outcomes for residents with
behavioral health needs.

e Itis underutilized due to fragmentation
across Medi-Cal managed care, county
behavioral health, and housing systems.

e Existing pathways (e.g., the Assisted Living
Waiver and CalAIM Community Supports)
are not being fully leveraged.

e There is a meaningful opportunity for
operators to expand access and strengthen
partnerships with Managed Care Plans and
Behavioral Health Plans.

The brief also outlines practical strategies to
expand utilization, including improved referral
pathways, stronger coordination across systems,
and tools like bed registries and administrative
hubs. CA Health Care Foundation


https://library.samhsa.gov/product/advisory-expanding-behavioral-health-teams-care-deserts/pep26-07-001?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=15bd4ce993-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_19_06_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-15bd4ce993-170124731
https://library.samhsa.gov/product/advisory-expanding-behavioral-health-teams-care-deserts/pep26-07-001?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=15bd4ce993-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_19_06_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-15bd4ce993-170124731
https://library.samhsa.gov/product/advisory-expanding-behavioral-health-teams-care-deserts/pep26-07-001?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=15bd4ce993-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_19_06_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-15bd4ce993-170124731
https://library.samhsa.gov/product/advisory-expanding-behavioral-health-teams-care-deserts/pep26-07-001?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=15bd4ce993-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_19_06_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-15bd4ce993-170124731
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/advancing-access-through-single-session-interventions/2026-05-21/
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/advancing-access-through-single-session-interventions/2026-05-21/
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/advancing-access-through-single-session-interventions/2026-05-21/
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/BHT/Pages/Policy-Manual.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/BHT/Pages/Policy-Manual.aspx
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov%2FBHT%2FPages%2FPolicy-Manual.aspx/1/0100019d87e15b8f-65217423-e872-406a-909f-741a98dc7488-000000/CgFjYi6EbluwNGeBPPYT9_oNDLlaOiS7Mc0irPzY-4k=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dhcs.ca.gov%2FBHT%2FPages%2FPolicy-Manual.aspx/1/0100019d87e15b8f-65217423-e872-406a-909f-741a98dc7488-000000/CgFjYi6EbluwNGeBPPYT9_oNDLlaOiS7Mc0irPzY-4k=452
https://www.chcf.org/resource/assisted-living-community-based-housing-option-behavioral-health-needs/
https://www.chcf.org/resource/assisted-living-community-based-housing-option-behavioral-health-needs/
https://www.chcf.org/resource/assisted-living-community-based-housing-option-behavioral-health-needs/

Budget

Counties Advocate Against Budget Proposals
that Threaten County Behavioral Health
Programs - California legislative budget
subcommittees in both the Senate and the
Assembly convened hearings on budget
proposals impacting county behavioral health
services, including the proposed elimination of
the statewide Medi-Cal Mobile Crisis Benefit
and proposed changes to county fiscal
management of Behavioral Health Services
Act (BHSA) funding. CA State Association of
Counties (CSAC)

Children and Youth

Issue Brief: Opportunities for Advancing &
Funding Access to Mental Health Education
through the CA Youth Behavioral Health
Initiative (CYBHI) Fee Schedule. This brief was
developed by the National Center for Youth
Law in close collaboration with the National
Alliance on Mental lliness - California, the
California Alliance of Child and Family
Services, The Children’s Partnership, the
California Academy of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry, and CYBHI and school system
partners.

Children & Youth Behavioral Health Initiative
(CYBHI)

The Children and Youth Behavioral Health
Initiative (CYBHI) is a statewide effort to
support the behavioral health of young people
in California. CYBHI makes it easier for
children, teens, and young adults to get help
wherever they need it:

e At home
® At school & school-linked sites
® |n their community

Each of the 20 CYBHI workstreams is run
by a department within the state of California.
Information is posted on the free CYBHI
programs, including the CYBHI Fee Schedule
Program. California Department of Health
Care Services (DHCS)

Children and Youth Continued

Blunt Truths: Adolescents and Cannabis Today
Podcast: Modern cannabis products have
increased significantly in potency over the past
few decades, and marijuana-related products
are now commonly used by adolescents. In this
episode, we explore the intersection of
adolescent brain development and the rising
potency of today’s cannabis products. We also
examine the complex relationship between early
cannabis use and psychiatric comorbidities.
Tailored for addiction psychiatrists, it high-
lights evidence-based strategies that resonate
with teenagers, along with practical approaches
for engaging families without increasing
resistance, including the use of Contingency
Management within the Matrix Model and
addressing growing public health concerns sur-
rounding high-potency edibles and “dabbing”
among minors. Learn what's changing, what’s
often misunderstood, and how to intervene
earlier and more effectively on this critical issue.

Brightlife Kids and Soluna Provide Free
Behavioral Health Support to 500,000
Californians - 2025 Impact Report Shows
Statewide Reach, Strong Results, and Growing
Integration into California's Behavioral Health
System. CA’'s Department of Health Care
Services (DHCS) encourages families and youth
ages 0-25 to access free behavioral health
support through BrightLife Kids and Soluna and
invites partners to review the full 2025 impact
report to learn statewide outcomes and impact.

Criminal Justice

Justice-Involved Reentry Initiative Impact
Report. The report highlights the first year of the
program, including cross-agency collaboration
and real-world stories of impacted members.
Early results show clear improvements in
continuity of care and strong collaboration
across DHCS, correctional facilities, Medi-Cal
managed care plans, counties, and
community-based organizations to improve the
health of Californians.



https://www.counties.org/news-and-media-article/counties-advocate-against-budget-proposals-that-threaten-county-behavioral-health-programs/
https://www.counties.org/news-and-media-article/counties-advocate-against-budget-proposals-that-threaten-county-behavioral-health-programs/
https://www.counties.org/news-and-media-article/counties-advocate-against-budget-proposals-that-threaten-county-behavioral-health-programs/
https://youthlaw.org/wp-content/uploads/ncyl_issue-brief_opportunities-for-advancing-funding-access-to-mental-health-education-through-the-cybhi-fee-schedule.pdf
https://youthlaw.org/wp-content/uploads/ncyl_issue-brief_opportunities-for-advancing-funding-access-to-mental-health-education-through-the-cybhi-fee-schedule.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/cybhi
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/cybhi
https://soundcloud.com/aaap-podcast/blunt-truths-adolescents-and
https://soundcloud.com/aaap-podcast/blunt-truths-adolescents-and
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/publications/oc/Pages/26-10-BrightLife-Kids-and-Soluna-Impact-Report-4-17-26.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/publications/oc/Pages/26-10-BrightLife-Kids-and-Soluna-Impact-Report-4-17-26.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/publications/oc/Pages/26-10-BrightLife-Kids-and-Soluna-Impact-Report-4-17-26.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CalAIM/Justice-Involved-Initiative/Documents/CA-Reentry-Initiative-Impact-Report-March-2026.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CalAIM/Justice-Involved-Initiative/Documents/CA-Reentry-Initiative-Impact-Report-March-2026.pdf

Crisis Care Continuum

Maintain Statewide Mobile Crisis Medi-Cal
Benefits, Coalition Letter

988 Lifeline Launch Linked to 11% Drop in
Youth Suicide Deaths, JAMA Study reported
by AJMC

Cross-Systems Collaboration for Crisis
Continuum of Care. Effective crisis
response systems depend on clear
coordination across agencies, programs,
and service providers involved in the crisis
continuum of care. This session focuses on
implementation strategies that support
alignment across crisis services, including
mobile crisis teams, behavioral health
providers, emergency response partners,
and community organizations. Participants
will explore common coordination
challenges that affect crisis response
implementation, examine approaches for
clarifying roles and referral pathways, and
identify opportunities to strengthen
collaboration within their local crisis
systems. The June 25 coaching session will
provide participants with applied support to
strengthen coordination within their crisis
continuum of care. Participants will reflect
on current partnerships, roles, and
communication practices across crisis
response partners, identify areas where
coordination challenges affect service
delivery, and explore realistic strategies to
improve alignment. The session
emphasizes practical steps that can be
implemented within participants’ roles to
support more effective crisis system
implementation.

Tues. June 23rd ~ 2-3:30 p.m. Pacific AND
Thurs. June 25th ~ 2-3:00 p.m. Pacific

Crisis Care Continuum Continued

988 Outcomes Policy Brief, “Developing a
framework for evaluating AB 988 is particularly
important given the major reforms underway to
improve the behavioral health system. Initiatives
such as California Advancing and Innovating
Medi-Cal (CalAIM), the Behavioral Health
Transformation (BHT), and Behavioral Health
Community-Based Organized Networks of
Equitable Care and Treatment (BH-CONNECT)
are intended to strengthen coordination across
care systems, expand community-based crisis
response, and improve accountability for
outcomes. Currently, 988-specific measures are
not built into these reforms. The 988 Cirisis Lifeline
serves as a critical entry point into the broader
system of care. The above initiatives provide an
opportunity to integrate 988-specific measures
into the overall strategy for measuring
performance in the behavioral health system. This
larger perspective is essential to fully understand
how well AB 988 is working.” The Steinberg
Institute

Culture, Race, Ethnicity

Tribal Communities Virtual Listening Session -
The Commission is here to listen and learn. This
session is an opportunity for Tribal communities
to share their experiences to inform the
Commission’s upcoming advocacy Request for
Proposal (RFP). Participation is voluntary, and
what we hear will be used to shape an advocacy
program that will be run by a Tribal organization
or Tribal-serving organization selected through
the RFP to elevate Tribal voices in California’s
behavioral health system. Commission for
Behavioral Health, May 21, 12 pm - 1 pm

Event Flyer: California Reducing Disparities
Project 2026 CDEP Exposition, Sacramento,
Thursday, May 21, 9 am - 12 pm


https://calmatters.org/health/2026/05/mental-health-crisis-response-budget/
https://calmatters.org/health/2026/05/mental-health-crisis-response-budget/
https://www.ajmc.com/view/988-lifeline-launch-linked-to-11-drop-in-youth-suicide-deaths
https://www.ajmc.com/view/988-lifeline-launch-linked-to-11-drop-in-youth-suicide-deaths
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/cross-systems-collaboration-for-crisis-continuum-of-care/2026-06-23/
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/cross-systems-collaboration-for-crisis-continuum-of-care/2026-06-23/
https://steinberginstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/AB-988-and-the-Crisis-Care-Continuum-Policy-Brief-April-2026.pdf
https://bhsoac-ca-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/VO5psGH_R7aISfNacb_G7Q#/registration
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/crdp_save_the_date_flyer_sacramento_05.21.2026.png

Data Sharing

Data Sharing | Real Time Behavioral Health
Data Sharing Recorded Webinar
DHCS hosted an All-Comer Webinar on real
time data sharing requirements for Behavioral
Health Plans (BHPs), and Drug Medi-Cal
Organized Delivery System (DMC) Counties.
The webinar walked through Behavioral Health
Information Notice 26-013, along with the
accompanying All Plan Letter 26-004, and
provided clarifying and updated responsibilities
for counties to support the secure and real time
exchange of physical and behavioral health
information with Medi-Cal partners to facilitate
timely care coordination. These responsibilities
include sharing admission, discharge, and
event notifications with each other in real time;
using the Authorization to Share Confidential
Member Information (ASCMI) Form as the
standardized release of information form to
share sensitive information, as needed; and
sharing data necessary for state and federal
reporting. Materials & Recording:

e Presentation Slides

e Recording
e Transcript

Housing
Also see “Board & Cares”

Behavioral health & homelessness in California:
What the data show - Homelessness is one of
California’s largest issues, with over 187,000
Californians experiencing homelessness—the
largest in the United States. Public discourse
often centers on mental iliness and substance

use disorder as driving factors of homelessness.

The reality is far more complex. Learn more
about what the data show on the relationship
between behavioral health and homelessness in
California, why individuals are unable to access
housing or care, and what policies and
initiatives are needed to solve this crisis. The
Steinberg Institute

Housing Continued

Issue Brief: Responding to High Acuity

Challenges in Supportive Housing examines the
growing complexity of tenant needs driven by

behavioral health, substance use, medical frailty,
and aging. Drawing from insights shared by
communities across the country, this resource
defines high acuity, explores the system-level
challenges facing supportive housing providers,
and outlines practical strategies to strengthen
care. It highlights the need for flexibility, workforce
development, intermediate levels of care, and
stronger cross-sector partnerships—underscoring
that supportive housing must be augmented, not
abandoned, to effectively support people with the
highest needs. National Center for Housing &
Health website includes issue Briefs and project
profiles.

Maternal Health

Policy Paper - SAMHSA released a policy paper
focusing on improving maternal mental health
among women experiencing serious mental
illness. The paper discusses issues, including the
elevated risks this population faces during
pregnancy and postpartum, gaps in state mental
health systems and what state leaders report on
workforce and training shortfalls, and
recommended interventions.

Older Adults

Nowhere to Go: The Crisis in Supportive

Housing for Older Californians, CA Commission
on Aging, Hybrid: Zoom/Sacramento, June 11,

2026, 11 am - 3:30 pm

Beyond Healthcare: Connecting Older Adults
and People with Disabilities to the Supports that
Make Care Work, Archstone Foundation and
California Health Policy Strategics, Recorded
Webinar



https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/Behavioral-Health-Data-Sharing-BHIN-26-013.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/Behavioral-Health-Data-Sharing-BHIN-26-013.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MMCDAPLsandPolicyLetters/APL%202026/APL26-004.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CalAIM/ECM/Documents/All-Comer-Webinar-April-2026.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0qhhKF-U0Ic
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/CalAIM/ECM/Documents/All-Comer-Webinar-Transcript-April-2026.pdf
https://steinberginstitute.org/behavioral-health-homelessness-in-california-what-the-data-show/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=in-focus
https://steinberginstitute.org/behavioral-health-homelessness-in-california-what-the-data-show/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=in-focus
https://housinghealthcenter.org/resource/responding-to-high-acuity-challenges-in-supportive-housing/
https://housinghealthcenter.org/resource/responding-to-high-acuity-challenges-in-supportive-housing/
https://housinghealthcenter.org/resources/
https://housinghealthcenter.org/resources/
https://library.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/tac-maternal-mental-health-pep26-01-006.pdf?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGg9B6G05pbcXb0rMncVoc8EkthttX8L1ydDikp1PNV7NZn1avlk7NkTFSB9Iot4EBImYFSjguQmhSPSgDj_p4YvVexbA9lyv7l2IR_ZUZAICWm0w
https://ccoa.ca.gov/Events/
https://ccoa.ca.gov/Events/
https://archstone.org/resources/webinar-beyond-healthcare
https://archstone.org/resources/webinar-beyond-healthcare
https://archstone.org/resources/webinar-beyond-healthcare

Parity

The national Mental Health Parity Index,
highlights key mental health care data that will
be vital for insurers, employers, consumers, and
lawmakers who seek a system delivering
high-quality treatment for all who need it.
Among the key findings across the nation’s four
largest commercial health insurance companies:

e |n 43 states, enrollees face potential
disparities in finding in-network mental
health care and substance use disorder
treatment relative to physical health
care.

e Locally, 7 in 10 counties face similar
issues, potentially making it harder for
patients to find in-network mental health
care or substance use disorder
treatment where they live.

e Across the nation’s four largest
commercial health insurers, all 50 states
have lower payment levels for outpatient
mental health care and addiction
treatment than for outpatient physical
health care.

Peer Support

Peer Integration for Implementation Readiness
Learning Collaborative, Through facilitated
discussion, practical tools, and peer exchange,
this recorded webinar examines role clarity,
supervision approaches, workflow alignment,
and sustainment considerations for peer roles.

Peer Recovery Supports for Behavioral Health in
Rural Communities, This describes how peer
support services can expand behavioral health
service capacity in rural areas. By elevating
voices of lived experience, fostering open
dialogue, and building grassroots leadership,
these approaches reduce stigma and strengthen
recovery networks. The advisory is designed for
policymakers, public health leaders, practitioners,
and rural organizations seeking scalable,
community-driven solutions. SAMHSA
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Performance

Evaluations that Matter: Turning Program

Evaluation into Insight and Action is a free,

introductory learning session designed to help
participants understand the role of program
evaluation in improving community and
behavioral health programs. “Evaluations that
Matter” will introduce practical, beginner-level
strategies for using evaluation to inform
decision-making, strengthen programs, and
translate findings into meaningful action.
During this 90-minute virtual session, participants
will first attend a one-hour presentation that
combines didactic instruction with opportunities
for engagement. Immediately following the
presentation, attendees may choose to
participate in an optional 25-minute structured
breakout session focused on small-group
discussion and application.

Tuesday, June 30, 10-11:30 a.m. PT

Mental Health Consumer Perception Survey
(CPS) and Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery
System (DMC-ODS) Treatment Perception
Survey (TPS) Data Collection - This Behavioral
Health Information Notice from CA’'s Department
of Health Care Services provides guidance to
staff on requirements for CPS and TPS data
collection and submission.

BHT County Performance Accelerator
Knowledge Center, With California’s Behavioral
Health Transformation (BHT) underway, strong
performance systems will be critical to ensure
these reforms translate into measurable
improvements for the communities they serve.
Over the past several months, the Steinberg
Institute has been working with county behavioral
health leaders to develop resources that help
counties deliver better outcomes. The result of
this work is the Performance Accelerator
Knowledge Center, a collection of practical
guides, templates, dashboards, and frameworks
designed to help counties focus on what matters
most: measuring outcomes that reflect real
impact, improving performance over time, and
making progress toward systems that work better
for the people they serve.



https://www.parityindex.org/home
https://www.cmhisupport.org/course/peer-integration-for-implementation-readiness-building-and-sustaining-peer-support-roles-across-systems/lessons/peer-integration-for-implementation-readiness-building-and-sustaining-peer-support-roles-across-systems/
https://www.cmhisupport.org/course/peer-integration-for-implementation-readiness-building-and-sustaining-peer-support-roles-across-systems/lessons/peer-integration-for-implementation-readiness-building-and-sustaining-peer-support-roles-across-systems/
https://library.samhsa.gov/product/advisory-peer-recovery-supports-behavioral-health-rural-communities/pep25-07-020?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=b0b9a6c4c2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_19_06_17_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-15bd4ce993-170124731
https://library.samhsa.gov/product/advisory-peer-recovery-supports-behavioral-health-rural-communities/pep25-07-020?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=b0b9a6c4c2-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_03_19_06_17_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-15bd4ce993-170124731
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/evaluations-that-matter-turning-program-evaluation-into-insight-and-action/?utm_campaign=national_core_topics&utm_source=constant_contact&utm_medium=email&utm_content_type=webpage&utm_asset_title=evaluations_that_matter&cid=1r-fRhhJcSdFHDRJQvx6dgNTlJZPXs-EZwK3DV_Yi9VgAk6-_K_cc-rSkpNVI9np4EuWuxRyKZ4x-Od1p2dW1c0CAf2C21WtVi8mJK12MAgQ=
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/evaluations-that-matter-turning-program-evaluation-into-insight-and-action/?utm_campaign=national_core_topics&utm_source=constant_contact&utm_medium=email&utm_content_type=webpage&utm_asset_title=evaluations_that_matter&cid=1r-fRhhJcSdFHDRJQvx6dgNTlJZPXs-EZwK3DV_Yi9VgAk6-_K_cc-rSkpNVI9np4EuWuxRyKZ4x-Od1p2dW1c0CAf2C21WtVi8mJK12MAgQ=
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/BHIN-26-019-CPS-and-TPS.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/BHIN-26-019-CPS-and-TPS.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/BHIN-26-019-CPS-and-TPS.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Documents/BHIN-26-019-CPS-and-TPS.pdf
https://bhtperformanceaccelerator.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=in-focus
https://bhtperformanceaccelerator.org/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=in-focus
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Substance Use Disorder

Supervisors Introduce Ordinance to Ban Sales
of Kratom and Related Products, Citing Health
Concerns, San Mateo County

CA Bridge Connect Pilot Helps Expand Access
to Medications for Addiction Treatment

DHCS launched CA Bridge Connect, a new call
and text-based hotline that provides immediate,
same-day access to Medications for Addiction
Treatment (MAT) in El Dorado County. This is
the pilot county, to be followed by Santa Cruz,
San Benito, and Monterey counties in May.
Services will expand to additional counties in
2026 based on community engagement
readiness and the presence of robust
emergency department (ED) MAT programs.
The service links individuals and families to
behavioral health navigators who offer
confidential support and real-time referrals to
EDs, clinics, community providers, and
telehealth services. This effort is part of
California’s work to expand access to timely,
evidence-based substance use disorder
treatment.

California Opioid Settlements Annual
Expenditures Report (SFY 2023-24) Meeting

On May 20, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. PDT, DHCS will
host a public meeting (advance registration
required) to discuss the California Opioid
Settlements Annual Expenditures Report for
State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2023-24. The report
provides an overview of opioid settlement and
bankruptcy payments and expenditures at the
state, city, and county levels. The meeting will
review allowable expenditures, explain how
funds were appropriated to state projects, and
summarize local spending by cities and
counties. DHCS encourages participating cities
and counties to participate in this meeting to
learn more about California’s efforts and the
impactful use of settlement funds statewide.

New Online Training to Support SUD
Counselors, DHCS, in partnership with UC
San Diego, launched the Advancing SUD
Counselor Education and Development
(ASCEND) Program. This is a free,
self-paced, 80-hour online training for
substance use disorder (SUD) counselors.
More information and video about ASCEND.

Attorney General Bonta Announces $7.4
Billion Purdue Pharma and Sackler Family

Opioid Settlement Now in Effect, May 1, 2026

Attorney General Bonta Announces $773

Million Agreement in Principle with Albertsons
for its Role in Opioid Epidemic, April 14, 2026

Attorney General Bonta Urges Federal
Crackdown on “Tranq” as Xylazine Abuse
Surges, April 1, 2026

Suicide

988 hotline linked to thousands of fewer youth
suicide deaths since launch, study finds.

Associated Press

Workforce

tate Polici n Help Address the Mental
Health Care Workforce Shortages, In just five
years, the share of emergency department
visits because of suicide attempts or
intentional self-harm more than tripled. This
article highlights key state efforts to support
and expand the mental health workforce.
Needs assessments, financial incentives, and
career pathways can help close the gaps.


https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/supervisors-introduce-ordinance-ban-sales-kratom-and-related-products-citing-health
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/supervisors-introduce-ordinance-ban-sales-kratom-and-related-products-citing-health
https://www.smcgov.org/ceo/news/supervisors-introduce-ordinance-ban-sales-kratom-and-related-products-citing-health
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cabridgeconnect.org/1/0100019dabab27ea-3e2a9700-9646-4051-a9d0-32d8a44db5a5-000000/11I-Ccij0BZQCZmG_QCMYUKaCt42FhpqGO_JEmIoRdU=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cabridgeconnect.org/1/0100019dabab27ea-3e2a9700-9646-4051-a9d0-32d8a44db5a5-000000/11I-Ccij0BZQCZmG_QCMYUKaCt42FhpqGO_JEmIoRdU=452
https://aurrerahealth.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_29OsN2FwSGmfjkSguFTKhw#/registration
https://aurrerahealth.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_29OsN2FwSGmfjkSguFTKhw#/registration
https://extendedstudies.ucsd.edu/educational-programs/advancing-substance-use-disorder-counselor-education-and-development
https://extendedstudies.ucsd.edu/educational-programs/advancing-substance-use-disorder-counselor-education-and-development
https://www.youtube.com/c/DHCSCA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/DHCSCA/videos
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-announces-74-billion-purdue-pharma-and-sackler-family
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-announces-74-billion-purdue-pharma-and-sackler-family
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-announces-74-billion-purdue-pharma-and-sackler-family
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-announces-773-million-agreement-principle-albertsons-its
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-announces-773-million-agreement-principle-albertsons-its
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-announces-773-million-agreement-principle-albertsons-its
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-urges-federal-crackdown-%E2%80%9Ctranq%E2%80%9D-xylazine-abuse-surges
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-urges-federal-crackdown-%E2%80%9Ctranq%E2%80%9D-xylazine-abuse-surges
https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-bonta-urges-federal-crackdown-%E2%80%9Ctranq%E2%80%9D-xylazine-abuse-surges
https://apnews.com/article/988-suicide-deaths-teens-bd7cd5715417e213e93333e0967ec23e
https://apnews.com/article/988-suicide-deaths-teens-bd7cd5715417e213e93333e0967ec23e
https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2026/04/16/state-policies-can-help-address-the-mental-health-care-workforce-shortages
https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2026/04/16/state-policies-can-help-address-the-mental-health-care-workforce-shortages

Workplace Wellness

Invisible Disabilities: Mental Health and Mental
Health Conditions: Mental health is a growing
concern in every workplace. Challenges that
began with teleworking and isolation have
expanded as employees navigate Al, rapid
change, and limited resources. Strong
supervisors, managers and staff all play a key role
in helping teams stay healthy and resilient. Join us
for a powerful 90 minute webinar designed to
equip you with practical knowledge and tools to
support yourself, your staff, and your coworkers.
May 20, 2026. 10 am - 11:30 am. Walk away with:
e A simple, clear understanding of mental
health vs. mental health conditions
e The ability to summarize common mental
health conditions
Insight into how stress affects people
Easy to use tools to manage stress and
support mental well being

Grief and Crisis Management: Building a
Grief-Ready Workforce, Workforce conditions and
organizational readiness are critical factors
influencing the successful implementation and
continuity of mental health services. Drawing on
national research and field experience from crisis
recovery and workforce initiatives, this
two-session event introduces the concept of grief
readiness as an organizational approach that
helps agencies maintain stability during periods of
loss, crisis, and high stress.

Tuesday, May 26 ~ 2:00-3:30 p.m. Pacific AND
Thursday, May 28 ~ 2:00-3:00 p.m Pacific
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https://dor-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/9017670312012/WN_QWuwqbZIQSyJ6OCxKyp1Rw
https://dor-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/9017670312012/WN_QWuwqbZIQSyJ6OCxKyp1Rw
https://dor-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/9017670312012/WN_QWuwqbZIQSyJ6OCxKyp1Rw
https://dor-ca-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/9017670312012/WN_QWuwqbZIQSyJ6OCxKyp1Rw
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/grief-and-crisis-management-building-a-grief-ready-workforce/2026-05-26/
https://www.cmhisupport.org/event/grief-and-crisis-management-building-a-grief-ready-workforce/2026-05-26/
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Legislative Advocacy

Join with us in legislative advocacy after reviewing "Understanding your Role" (below).

CALBHB/C's Governing Board supports
legislation and budget items in response to
issues reported from CA's 59 local behavioral
health boards and commissions, providing
written and in-person advocacy. Top issues
are included in our Annual Goals document,
item C.

Understanding your Role:

1.

2,

As Individuals:

Individuals can and should write to their
state legislators! Legislators especially
appreciate hearing from residents within
their districts.

As Advisory Bodies:

Local behavioral health boards / com-
missions are in an advisory role. In most
counties, legislative advocacy is handled
through the Board of Supervisors/
Executive Office. Boards/commissions
may wish to recommend specific
legislation to their Governing Body (in
most cases Board of Supervisors) and the
Behavioral Health Director (the Behavioral
Health Directors also advocate through
their statewide association, the County
Behavioral Health Directors Association
(CBHDA)).

CALBHB/C Governing Board
Legislative & Budget Advocacy

Letters & F h

AB 2324 (Gonzalez) | Workforce: Vocational
education: Youth Caregivers Career Pathway
program. CALBHB/C is a co-sponsor!

e Sample Letter (Word)
e Fact Sheet

AB 2011 (Hart) | Behavioral Health Parity - Support!
e Sample Letter (Google Doc)
e Fact Sheet

County HR-1 Multi-Year Budget Request
o Letter to Governor Newsom, March 29, 2026

o Letter to CA Assembly, March 29, 2026
e | etter to CA Senate. March 29. 2026

Coalition Letter Opposing the 2026-27 Governor's

Proposal to Eliminate the Statewide Medi-Cal Mobile
Crisis Benefit, March 23, 2026

CA Reducing Disparities Project Budget Ask | Eact
Sheet | Draft Letter


https://www.calbhbc.org/association-docs.html
http://www.calbhbc.org/legislative-advocacy
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2324
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/sample_letter.ab_2324_sponsor_and_support_03.30.2026.docx
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/ab_2324_youth_caregiver_career_pathway_fact_sheet__2___1_.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB2011&search_keywords=federal+Mental+Health+Parity+and+Addiction+Equity+Act
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rpvZTA-tBgBrlE0mHCDLVEjd09C6GJ40Gr_EkDDXggk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/parity_reg_codification_fact_sheet__3_.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter_from_calbhbc.governor_newsom.county-hr-1-multi-year-budget-request_03.29.2026-signatures_and_emails_redacted.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter_from_calbhbc.ca_assembly.county-hr-1-multi-year-budget-request_03.29.2026-signatures_and_emails_redacted.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/letter_from_calbhbc.ca_senate.county-hr-1-multi-year-budget-request_03.29.2026-signatures_and_emails_redacted.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/3-24-26_coalition_opposition_letter_elimination_of_statewide_mobile_crisis_budget_proposal.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/3-24-26_coalition_opposition_letter_elimination_of_statewide_mobile_crisis_budget_proposal.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/3-24-26_coalition_opposition_letter_elimination_of_statewide_mobile_crisis_budget_proposal.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/crdp_budget_proposal_fact_sheet.pdf
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/crdp_budget_proposal_fact_sheet.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zEbQEzjWBeRHaGNOnPDfX03Wa4WWepSh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104347958074318294406&rtpof=true&sd=true
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Meetings/Events

CA Association of Local Behavioral Health
Boards/Commissions (CALBHB/C)

Annual Meeting (Open Statewide)
Hybrid: Zoom/Riverside
June 19th | 1:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Registration: calbhbc.org/registration
More at 2026 Schedule (Google Doc) (PDE)

CA Department of Health Care Services (DHCS)
Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC) and Behavioral

Health Stakeholder Advisory Committee (BH-SAC)
Zoom and In-Person (Sacramento)
Registration is required to attend by Zoom
Wednesday, May 20, 9:30 am - 3 pm

SUD Integrated Care Conference in Long Beach
August 25 - 27, 2026 Registration Fees:

$350 early registration | $200 for 1 Day

CA Health & Human Services (HHS)
Behavioral Health Task Force
July 15, 2026, 10 am to 3 pm
October 14, 2026, 10 am to 3 pm

CARE Act Working Group
August 12, 2026

November 18, 2026

Commission for Behavioral Health (CBH)

CBH Meetings
May 28, 2026

August 27, 2026
October 22, 2026

BH mmittee Meetin

CA Behavioral Health Planning Council
(CBHPC)
Quarterly Meeting

Hybrid: Zoom/Riverside
June 16 - 19, 2026

Tuesday June 16, 2026 Meeting:
e Performance Outcomes Committee:
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Wednesday June 17, 2026 Meetings:

e Executive Committee: 8:30 to 10:15 am

e Patients' Rights Committee: 10:30 am
to 12:30 pm

e Workforce and Employment Committee:
1:30 pm to 5:00 pm

e Leqislation and Public Policy
Committee: 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm

Thursday June 18 Meetings:

e Housing and Homelessness Committee:
8:30 am to 12:00 pm

e Systems and Medicaid Committee: 8:30
am to 12:00 pm

e General Session: 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm

Friday, June 19 Meeting:
e General Session: 8:30 am to 12:00 pm

Health Care Access & Information (HCAI)
CA Health Workforce, Education
and Training Council (Virtual & Sacramento)
July 22 & 23, 2026
November 4 & 5, 2026



https://www.calbhbc.org/registration.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EwblvTDMvxn_hRafaQwbtbQiU8J40SHhYHb73R6lYYU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EwblvTDMvxn_hRafaQwbtbQiU8J40SHhYHb73R6lYYU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/b1_schedule_of_meetings_and_trainings.pdf
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Pages/DHCSStakeholderAdvisoryCommittee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/Pages/DHCSStakeholderAdvisoryCommittee.aspx
https://web.cvent.com/event/84348072-1ec2-4015-9d0f-5a75a08c7e66/summary
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/behavioral-health-task-force/
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/home/committees/care-act-working-group/#meetings-materials
https://bhsoac.ca.gov/
https://bhsoac.ca.gov/connect/commission-meetings/
https://bhsoac.ca.gov/connect/committees/
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/Performance-Outcomes-Committee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/ExecutiveCommittee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/PatientsRights.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/Workforce-and-Employment-Committee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/AdvocacyCommittee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/AdvocacyCommittee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/Housing-and-Homelessness-Committee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/Systems-and-Medicaid-Committee.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/CBHPC_QuarterlyMeetings.aspx
https://www.dhcs.ca.gov/services/MH/Pages/CBHPC_QuarterlyMeetings.aspx
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/health-workforce/council/
https://hcai.ca.gov/workforce/health-workforce/council/
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CALBHBI/C is here to support you!

Whether you are new to a board/commission, an experienced member, or a behavioral health agency staff
member, CALBHB/C is here to provide resources, support, training, communication and to coordinate
advocacy for statewide issues as detailed in our Annual Report.

Do not hesitate to contact us with questions (info@calbhbc.com). Key resources are in the Best Practices
Handbook and on our website (www.calbhbc.org):

Best Practices Handbook Website
BEST PRACTICES California Association of Local
HANDBOOK Behavioral Health Boards & Commissions
CALBHB/C supports the work of California's 59 local
Rules & Tools for: behavioral health boards and commissions.

California’s Local Behavioral Health

Boards & Commissions
Meetings / Trainings News/Issues Newsletter Issue Briefs
Rev. March 2026
Meetings 1. Board/Commission News T ; "BOARD & CARE" [T
ifornia Association of Local Behavioral Health Trainings 2. BHSA N (ARF/RCFE)
Boards and Commissions 3. Children & Youth S
Resources 1. Children's Issues CHILDREN &
2. Foster Children YOUTH
1. ACRONYMS )
3. Transitional Age : o Issue Brief HTML Spanish
2. ADVOCACY —t et A ot (TAY
9 CETT o [ CALBHE/C Newsletter + Transitional Age Youth (TAY)
ETETTITY A (R ) CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Mental lliness )
4. BEST PRACTICES * Issue Brief

1. Dementia

HANDBOOK CRISIS CARE CONTINUUM

Contact Us!

Email: info@calbhbc.com Website: www.calbhbc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/CALBHBC
Report issues to CALBHB/C | Evaluate CALBHB/C (let us know how we’re doing!)

For ADA compliant or printed copies of CALBHB/C documents and resources, contact
cal@calbhbc.com

The CA Association of Local Behavioral Health Boards/Commissions (CALBHB/C) supports the work of CA’'s
59 local behavioral health boards & commissions. www.calbhbc.org. CALBHB/C is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.


https://www.calbhbc.org/uploads/5/8/5/3/58536227/2024-25_calbhbc_annual_report.pdf
mailto:info@calbhbc.com
http://www.calbhbc.org
https://www.calbhbc.org/bestpractices.html
https://www.calbhbc.org
mailto:info@calbhbc.com
http://www.calbhbc.org
http://www.facebook.com/CALBHBC
https://www.calbhbc.org/report-form.html
https://www.calbhbc.org/evaluation.html
mailto:cal@calbhbc.com
http://www.calbhbc.org
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