
Our National Substance Use Crisis  
46.5 million adult Americans 

had a substance use disorder (SUD) in the previous year.1 

May 28, 2025

The most common SUD was alcohol use disorder, with 28.1 million adult Americans.1 

Hundreds of thousands have died.2,3

Substance-Related Deaths – The data presented here are supplied by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) using two distinct methodologies.2,3  The cocaine, stimulants, and opioid data are for overdose 
deaths during the twelve-month period ending December 2021 while the alcohol-related mortality data are for all 
causes, from 2020 and 2021 – which is the most current data available at this time. The CDC has more recent data 
for cocaine, stimulants, and opioid overdose deaths, which is 21,877, 29,132, and 54,101 respectively, for the 
twelve-month period ending December 2024.2

References (1) Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA, 2024).  National Survey of Drug Use 
and Health (NSDUH). Past Year Substance Use Disorders, aged 18 and older. See Table 5.1A.  (2) CDC.  National Center for 
Health Statistics, Vital Statistics System.  12 Month-ending Provisional Number of Drug Overdose Deaths by Drug or Drug 
Class. (3) CDC. Alcohol and Public Health: Alcohol-Related Disease Impact. Annual Average for United States 2020-2021. 
 This information is provided by Alkermes, Inc. and is intended to support discussions with public policy decision-makers.
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https://www.samhsa.gov/data/report/2023-nsduh-detailed-tables
https://www.samhsa.gov/data/report/2023-nsduh-detailed-tables
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/drug-overdose-data.htm
https://nccd.cdc.gov/dph_ardi/Default/Report.aspx?T=AAM&P=F1F85724-AEC5-4421-BC88-3E8899866842&R=EACE3036-77C9-4893-9F93-17A5E1FEBE01&M=7F40785C-D481-440A-970F-50EFBD21B35B&F=&D=
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